
Our Mission
To be the key resource of comprehensive 
child care services that support and 
enhance the quality of the early care 
and education system.

Wisconsin Rapids Office
1107 West Grand Avenue
Wisconsin Rapids | WI 54495
office hours:
8:30am - 4:30pm

715-423-4114
fax: 715-423-2444

Wausau Office
1500 Merrill Avenue, Suite 201 
Wausau | WI  54401
office hours:
9:00am - 5:00pm

715-301-1800
fax: 715-301-1804

Both Childcaring locations 
accommodate office hours by 
appointment

1.800.628.8534
www.childcaring.org
info@childcaring.org

Serving:   Adams | Clark | Langlade | Lincoln | Marathon | Marquette | Portage | Taylor | Waushara | and Wood Counties

Issue #24
October, November, December 2015

The Resource Connection
Childcaring is committed to ensuring that every child 
has access to high quality early care.  If you or someone 
you know, is in need of child care, contact Childcaring 
for a list of regulated child care referrals.  We provide the 
tools, information, and resources to help families select a 
quality child care arrangement. We also provide services to 
regulated child care providers such as:  technical assistance, 
business start-up assistance, child care referrals, and 
continuing education resources.

Our services are free of charge and a real person answers 
the phone weekdays from 8:30am – 5:00pm.  Childcaring 
also accommodates office hours by appointment for 
families, child care providers, and members of the 
community.  We want to offer you the early care resources 
you need.

We created a new brochure to continue to spread the 
word about our services. Contact our office if you need 
brochures to display or to distribute at your organization. 
View the brochure on our website at: http://childcaring.org/
documents/Childcaring.pdf.  Please share our brochure and 
help us get the message out about our comprehensive early 
care resources and services.  

As we know, child care isn’t just a place to drop off your children, it’s a critical early learning 
environment which helps to enhance brain development and shape the future of our 
society.  Don’t hesitate to contact Childcaring for any of your early education resource 
needs.  

One parent had this to say about Childcaring services, “I had tried using an online child care 
ad service and personal referrals to find a daycare for my child, but the Childcaring referral was 
much more helpful in narrowing down caregivers close to my home/work. Also, having a child 
care provider that is licensed is comforting, especially when you don’t know anyone.   We are 
new to town, and we don’t have any family nearby- so it was extremely helpful! Thanks again!”
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YoungStar Corner
Kelly Borchardt ~ Executive Director
Micki Krueger ~ Assistant Director 
Linda Francis ~ Office & Financial Manager
Kristine Kettleson ~ Quality Improvement   
Specialist
Mary Olson ~ Quality Improvement Specialist
Susie Sandow ~ Quality Improvement Specialist 
Lori Shafranski ~ Quality Improvement Specialist
Debra Stahl ~ Quality Improvement Specialist
Carrie Steinke ~ Quality Improvement Specialist 
Kao L. Xiong ~ Quality Improvement Specialist/ 
Bi-Lingual
Gayle Schiszik ~ Training Coordinator/Certifier/ 
Pre-licensing Consultant
Rachele Cherek ~ Program Coordinator
Tracy Verjinsky ~ Program Coordinator 
Jessica Frick ~ Resource & Referral Specialist 
Shelley Weiler ~ Referral & Communication Specialist
Sarah Agena ~ Child Physical Activity & Nutrition 
Consultant/Flexible Nutrition Solutions, LLC 
(Independent Contractor)

Adams, Clark, Marathon 
& Marquette County:
Contact Childcaring if interested in developing an 
advocate group at 800.628.8534 

Portage County:
Portage County Child Care Association  
Joan Garski at 715.341.5873 

Portage County Leaders 
RoxAnne Forrest at 715.342.2999

Langlade County: Contact 
Donna Murra at 715.350.4159 

Lincoln County:  Contact  
Dolly Tanck at 715.536.7581 
Marathon County:  Storyteller Network
Support Group for Asian Providers
Maichao Lor at 715.432.1958 
Taylor County: Meet the 3rd Monday of month 
For more information, call Kelly Emmerich at 
715.748.6192

Waushara County:
Contact Krista Sobieski at 920.566.0545 

Wood County: 
Marshfield Area Child Care Association 
Krisann Mauritz at 715.387.2218  
Wisconsin Rapids Child Care Advocates Council 
Jamie Lane 715.323.2546

Provider Support / 
Advocate Groups

Childcaring Staff

Announcing the 2016  
Draft Evaluation Criteria 

The Draft 2016 YoungStar Changes document and the 2016 Draft 
Evaluation Criteria for all four rating tracks are now posted on the 
YoungStar website at the following location: 
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/youngstar/point-detail.htm. 

The drafts will be in final form at the end of October 2015. Changes for 
2016 include moving to a 90-day grace period when staff departure 
causes a drop in star level. 

For 2017, YoungStar will roll out a change that requires programs to be 
rated every other year, with the option of an annual rating, if requested 
by the program. However, microgrants and technical consultation will 
continue to be available annually. If you have any questions, please 
contact Childcaring, your Local YoungStar Office.  
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/youngstar/localoffice.htm

Fingerprint-Based Background 
Checks - Reminder

In 2013, Wisconsin Act 20 was signed into law.   This Act requires all regulated 
child care providers who accept Wisconsin Shares reimbursement to complete 
a one-time fingerprint-based criminal background check.   This requirement 
applies to all licensees, certified providers, adults that reside at the child care 
address, and all employees who care for children. The Department requires 
full compliance no later than January 1, 2016. If an individual had a fingerprint 
check conducted due to residing out of state, they will not be required to submit 
fingerprints again to meet this new requirement.  If your child care program has 
already met this requirement you may disregard this reminder.

The fingerprint requirement may be completed through Fieldprint®.   
Individuals may schedule an appointment online using the Fieldprint® website.   
http://fieldprintwisconsin.com/

If you have questions regarding the requirement, contact the Background Unit 
at 608-266-8001. Certified providers must contact their certification agency if 
they have questions about fingerprint requirements.
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Hello, my name is Debra Stahl.   I am the new Quality Improvement Specialist/YoungStar 
Consultant in the Wausau office.   I have been working with children and families for the 
last 18 years, and have experience in group and family child care, parenting education, 
and in-home intervention.   I have spent the last 4 ½ years as a YoungStar Formal Rater, 
so I am excited to continue my work with YoungStar.  I earned my undergraduate degree 
from the University of Maryland, and my master’s degree from Lakeland College.   I live 
in Wausau with my husband and four children.   Some of my hobbies include kayaking, 
fishing, cooking, attending concerts, and reading non-fiction.

Over 5,000 Books Collected Across the State for 
Once Upon a Book Drive  
Thanks to the efforts of Supporting Families Together Association, member agencies, 
including Childcaring, and community supporters, this year’s Once Upon a Book Drive was a 
huge success! Locally, Childcaring collected and will distribute 618 books.  Across the state, 
over 5,000 children’s books were collected from mid-June through the end of August, to give 
to early education programs, families, and organizations in need. That means that over the 
past two years of this drive, over 10,700 books have been collected for Wisconsin children who 
might not otherwise have access to quality, age-appropriate books. 

A huge thanks to anyone and everyone who contributed in some way to Once Upon a Book 
Drive this year. As a reminder, we would love to hear from book recipients about how they are 
using their books in programs or at home. If an agency distributing books or a recipient has a 
story to share, please contact kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org. Remember to SAVE THE DATE 
for next year’s Once Upon a Book Drive, June 15th through the end of August, 2016.

Childcaring and Security 
Health Plan would like 
to offer you a FREE 
opportunity to work 
together with Sarah 
Agena, Childcaring 
Child Physical Activity 
and Nutrition (CPAN) 

Consultant, to find ways to integrate more physical activity and 
healthier foods into the lives of children.  

Here is what one of the participants of the CPAN Program had to 
say about their experience with the program: 
“I have recommended the CPAN program to other center directors, 
mainly because, I felt that we were able to set realistic goals and 
obtain them with minimal pressure…which is something we must 
consider in regards to the increased regulations and policy required 
by YoungStar and/or licensing. It was easy to make changes within 
our budget and choices that produced healthier decisions. Sarah 
Agena is fantastic to work with and is thoughtful in her support, 
assisting with goal setting and providing information to allow 
programs to succeed.” 

Here are some changes made by a participating program:     
1. We have reduced the use of pre-breaded items. We feel that 
we are providing healthier alternatives than before, however 
have not eliminated processed food items due to price, prep 
time and availability.   
2. We have implemented more whole grain choices. We have 
reduced the number of sugary cereals (almost completely) and 
have more healthy/less sugar choices including oatmeal, Raisin 
Bran, and Cheerios.   
3. The teachers are implementing health and nutrition 
discussions in the classroom. We received a couple of boxes 
of great materials from USDA website and have them in the 
learning environments for the children to use. 

4. We will continue to seek out new food choices and try them 
on the menu. It is not a total make-over, but there are some 
wonderful improvements.  
Sign up for the Child Physical Activity and Nutrition Program 
today by contacting Sarah Agena at sarah@childcaring.org or by 
calling 715.423.4114.

Sign Up Today - Child Physical Activity and Nutrition Program - It’s FREE

Childcaring Welcomes Debra Stahl as Quality Improvement Specialist
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Art from the Heart:  Fostering the Creative Process  
in Children 
Included within this training are hands on opportunities to learn how to 
incorporate art materials and concepts into your program and support 
children’s experiences with art.  Participants will explore the relationship of 
art within the Environment Rating Scales.
 Monday, October 5 (6:00pm-9:00pm) 
 United Way of Marathon County,  Wausau 
 $15/ Register by Monday, September 28

Wisconsin Project Learning Tree Early Childhood 
Workshop 
Designed for all early childhood educators, the hands-on activities address 
different learning styles while integrating nature exploration, literature, art, 
music and movement, assessment opportunities, and a suggested snack into 
30 learning experiences.  
 Thursday, October 8 (6:00pm-9:00pm)
 New Beginnings Christian Care, Merrill
 $10 (payable to Project Learning Tree)
 *Registration is limited to 20 participants*

Enchanting Family Child Care Environments
How to plan, design, and support an environment that encourages young 
children’s development.
 Tuesday, October 13 (6:00pm-9:00pm) 
 Loyal City Hall, Loyal 
 $15/ Register by Tuesday, October 6

 Tuesday, November 3 (6:00pm-9:00pm) 
 Ministry Medical Group, Stevens Point
 $15/ Register by Tuesday, October 27

You’re Invited ~ Parent Cafés:
 Tuesday, October 13 (5:30pm-7:30pm)
 Monday, October 19 (5:30pm-7:30pm)
 Tuesday, October 27 (5:30pm-7:30pm)
 (Come to one or all three dates – FREE of Charge) 
 Westfield Community Center 
 ** FREE DINNER & CHILD CARE PROVIDED ** 
Through conversations parents build support for each other.
Please register before each event by contacting Childcaring at 800-628-8534 
or info@childcaring.org 

Heartsaver CPR w/ AED
 Wednesday, October 14 (6:00pm-9:00pm) 
 Wausau Childcaring Office 
 $47 ($35 per person, $12 per book)
 Wednesday, November 11 (6:00pm-9:00pm) 
 Wausau Childcaring Office 
 $47 ($35 per person, $12 per book)
 Class sizes are capped at 6. 

Family Engagement: Partnering with Families for 
Children’s Success 
This 3 hour course will explore best practices in family engagement, 
challenges and barriers to connecting with families and will look at concrete 
strategies to improve your ability to develop relationships with families and 
increase their engagement. 
 Saturday, October 17 (8:30am-11:30am) 
 Rome Town Hall, Nekoosa 
 $15/Register by Friday, October 9

Stewards of Children, Darkness to Light with 
Mandated Reporter 
In collaboration with Portage County Child Care Association. A sexual abuse 
prevention training program that educates adults to prevent, recognize and 
react responsibly to child sexual abuse. 
 Monday, October 26 (6:00pm-9:00pm)
 Trinity Lutheran Church, Stevens Point
 $15/ Register by Monday, October 19
 

Caring Hands Presents:  “Using A Trauma Lens With 
The Pyramid Model”  
 Monday, November 2,  (6:30pm-8:30pm)
 Mid-State Technical College Auditorium,    
 Wisconsin Rapids  
 Tuesday, November 17 , (6:30pm-8:30pm) 
 Streitel Conference Center, Marshfield 
This class is an introduction to building understanding, hope and resiliency 
in children, families, and your agency. It  is directed to programs where a 
majority of teachers have at least some knowledge of the Pyramid Model, 
but are finding that there is a disconnect about applying some of the 
strategies.

*Thank you United Way of Inner Wisconsin’s Women’s Leadership Council for the 
generous donation to purchase high quality children’s books to give to child care 
providers at Caring Hands presentations.*

NCAEYC & Childcaring present…FESTIVAL OF SEASONS
An evening of make and take! Learn new activities to incorporate into your 
lessons plans for each season of the year! These activities will be aligned with 
the Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards.
 Wednesday, November 4 (6:00pm-8:30pm)
 United Way of Marathon County, Wausau
 $10 (payable to NCAEYC)/Register by: October 28
 space is limited to 30 participants

Discovering Science: The Laboratory of Life 
The course will walk providers through strategies on how adults can support 
children’s experiences with science. Science will be explored through hands 
on activities. Additionally, participants will learn how to incorporate science 
materials in their learning environment specific to the Environment Rating 
Scales.
 Monday, November 16 (6:00pm-9:00pm) 
 Aspirus YMCA, Weston 
 $15/ Register by Monday, November 9

Training Opportunities
Visit our online training calendar for the most up-to-date training opportunities.

*** Childcaring provides trainings that align with YoungStar quality areas***

As the end of the year is approaching, remember to use any Childcaring training certificates you may have as they expire on 12-31-15.   
Some restrictions apply.  If using a training certificate, you are welcome to call the office, prior to mailing registration, and verify that it can be used for the training.

More Details to come …
Wisconsin Family Child Care Association is currently coordinating a full day of training on Accreditation through NAFCC for family child care providers.
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Bulletin Board

Start with your GOAL, 
then find your activities.

WMELS goal is to “look at picture books and asks questions or makes 
comments.” This is leading up to the Kindergarten Common Core State 
Standards: “With prompting and support, ask and answer questions 
about key details in text (literature AND informational)” as well as “Ask 
and answer questions about unknown words in a text.” (literature and 
informational) 

Think about using a fiction and non-fiction book which would have 
similar content. You could have a conversation about “hibernation” 
when reading both these books but it gives the children an opportunity 
to compare what it real and what is not, allows them think a little deeper 
and make connections between the informational text and literature. 
Model questioning for them by saying “I wonder…..?” 

On a side note we are a profession of mostly females and our preference 
is to read fiction, being very intentional about having as many non-
fictions as fiction books in our environment will appeal to the boys in 
your care as well as expose the children to multiple styles of writing. 

Submitted by: Beth Tepper, CESA 9

Cauliflower Tots  
from skinnytaste.com 

Ingredients:
2 cups cooked cauliflower florets, finely chopped  
1 large egg 
1 large egg white 
1/2 cup onion, minced 
3 tbsp minced fresh parsley 
1/2 cup reduced fat sharp cheddar cheese, grated 
1/2 cup seasoned breadcrumbs 
salt and pepper to taste 
cooking spray

Directions: To cook the cauliflower florets, steam 
a little over 2 cups raw cauliflower florets in a little 
water covered for for 4 to 5 minutes or until tender 
but not mushy, then drain well and dry on paper 
towel, then using a knife finely chop and set 2 cups 
aside. Preheat oven to 400°F.  Spray a nonstick 
cookie sheet with cooking spray. In a medium bowl, 
combine all of the ingredients and season with salt 
and pepper to taste. Spoon 1 tablespoon of mixture 
in your hands and roll into small ovals. Place on the 
cookie sheet and bake for 16-18 minutes, turning 
halfway through cooking until golden.
Makes about 32 - 34 tots (serving size 8 tots)

Healthy Choices 

The Best is Yet to Come
2015 Leading the Way Early 

Childhood Educators 
Conference

Saturday, October 10
8:00am-3:00pm,   

UW - Stevens Point
(1801 4th Ave.,  

Stevens Point, WI  54481)
View & print the registration form here:  

http://childcaring.org/documents/LTW2015.pdf

WANTED:
2015 Business Information Forms  
If you haven’t yet, please fill out and send your Business 
Information Form (BIF) to Childcaring as soon as possible. 
Completion of this form allows us to give out accurate 
information. Visit http://www.childcaring.org/provider-form.html 
for a BIF form or call the Childcaring office to have it emailed. 
We appreciate your help.

Join Childcaring at the WAUSAU AREA 
HMONG NEW YEAR CELEBRATION
DATE: October 31 - November 1, 2015 

LOCATION: Greenheck Field House,  
6400 Alderson St, Schofield, WI 54476
For more details go to: www.wausauhmong.org

2015 Annual WECA Conference
November 12–14, 2015
Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin Dells, WI

Childcaring staff Gayle Schiszik and Susie Sandow will 
present Session B8: Discovering Science 

 on Friday, November 13
Keynote Speakers:
Friday, November 13 - Maurice Sykes, National Center for 
Urban Education, District of Columbia
Saturday, November 14 - Marc Armitage, Playwork Consultant, 
Malarkey, Australia
For more information, visit: http://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/conference
or call: 1-800-783-9322 X 7227

Can’t get your kids to eat  
their vegetables? 

Try this healthier version  
of tater tots!

Best Practices for Quality Afterschool Programs 
Thursday, November 12, 2015 (9:00am-4:00pm) 
Wausau Stoney Creek Inn 
Rothschild, Wisconsin 
Registration Fee:  $50 (includes lunch) 
 
This training will explore the elements that go into 
designing a quality afterschool program. Training 
is intended for afterschool site directors, site 
coordinators and administrators. This is a  
Tier 3 training approved through The Registry.  
For more information visit:  
http://www.uwsp.edu/conted/ConfWrkShp/Pages/WAN/default.aspx  
*Each session is limited to 40 participants. 
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2015 Childcaring 
Board of Directors
Brad Gast, President 
Kim Van Hoof, Vice President
Nick Faber, Treasurer  
Allison Machtan, Secretary  
Kim Gachnang
Donna Ginzl
Jane Brandt
Sheila Michels
Lisa Montgomery
Julie Rodger
Ruth Sattler
Tammy Schreiber
Mandy Stanley

Xav tau kev pab pes/txhais daim ntawv xovxwm 
no thov hu tuaj rau 
Kao Lai Xiong 715-301-1800     
Hnub Mondays  - 9:30 txog 3:30pm.

Wisconsin Rapids Office
1107 West Grand Avenue | Wisconsin Rapids | WI 54495

Wausau Office
1500 Merrill Avenue, Suite 201 | Wausau | WI 54401

Vision 
  For all Central Wisconsin children to benefit from the best child care possible.

Volunteers Make A 
Difference
Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers who 
donate their time and efforts to Childcaring.  A 
big thank you to Chance, Wyatt and Eliz Erdmann, 
Jason Calmes, Ruth Krueger, and Bonita Macedon 
for all the projects you have helped us complete 
throughout the year.  We look forward to working 
with you in the next year.  Your gift of time is very 
appreciated. 

Thanks for Popping in to 
Our Open House
Everyone at Childcaring would like to thank those who took the time to “pop” in to 
our Wausau location open house on July 14.  It was nice to meet everyone and we 
appreciate that you took the time to visit.  If you haven’t been to our Wausau office, 
please pop by when you have a chance!

We would like to wish you and your family a happy holiday season.  
We look forward to working with you in the new year!

This year, thanks to Volunteer Center Association 
of Wisconsin and United Way of Inner Wisconsin, 
Childcaring was able to present volunteer Bonita 
Macedon with two free tickets to the Green Bay 
Packers Family Night on August 8.


